"_.Acl_missio'n Pdlicv.of'sooit Mhu:reagutharra _' ST
School Address Bantry, Co Cork

School Patronls Bishop of Cork and Ross

1. Introduction

This Admission Policy complies with the requirements of the Education Act 1998, the
Education (Admission to Schools) Act 2018 and the Equal Status Act 2000, In
drafting this policy, the board of management of the school has consulted with
school staff, the school patron and with parents of children attending the school.

This policy was updated in October 2025 to reflect new Department of Education and
Youth direction from Circular 0039/ 2025 for mainstream schools operating special
classes.

The policy was approved by the school patron . Itis published on
the school's website and will be made available in hardcopy, on request, to any
person who requests it.

The relevant dates and timelines for Scoil Mhuire agus Bharra admission process
are set outin the school’s annual admission notice which is published annually on
the school’s website at least one week before the commencement of the admission
process for the school year concerned.

This policy must be read in conjunction with the annual admission notice for the
school year concerned.

The application form for admission is published on the school’s website and will be
made available in hardcopy on request to any person who requests it.

2. Charactenstlc spmt and general objectlves of the school

Scoil Mhmre agus Bharra |s a Catholfc co«-educatlona! pnmary schoo[ wrth a Cathollc
ethos underthe patronage of the Blshop of Cork and Ross RO :

“Cathollc Ethos" in the context of a Cathollc pnmary school means the ethos and
characteristic spirit of the Roman Catholic Church; which aims at promoting:

(a) the:full and harmonious developmentof all aspects of the person of the. pupll
including the inteliectual; physical, cultural, moral and spiritual aspects; and-




(b) a living relationship with God and with other people; and.

(c)a phllosophy of life. msplred by ‘belief in God and in the life, death and
. ‘resurrection of Jesus; and . - R

{d) the formatlon of the puplls in the Cathollc faith

and wh:ch school provndes rellglouseducation forthe pu pl[s in accordan cewith the
docfrines; pract[ces and traditions of the Roman Catholic Church, and/or such
‘ethos and/orcharacteristic spirit as may be determmed or interpreted from time to
time by the Insh Eplscopal Conference.

in. accordance WIth S.15 (2) (b) of" the Eduoatlon Act 1998 the Board of
_Managementof Scoil Mhuire agus Bharra shall uphold, and be accountable to the
“patron for so upholding, the characteristic spirit of the school as determined by the
ccultural, educational, moral, religious, social, linguistic and spiritual values and
'tradttions which lnfon'n and are characteristic of the object!ves and conductof the
-school - : . _ _

A Roman Cathohc school whlch is estabhshed in connectlon wsth the Minister for
-Educatlon aims‘at: promotlng the full and harmonious development of all aspects
of the person- of the pupil, intellectual, physical, cultural, moral and spiritual
_mcludlng a Ilvmg reiattonsh:p W|th God and wuth other peopie

3. Admission Statement

Scoil Mhuire agus Bharra will not discriminate in its admission of a student to the
school on any of the following:

(a) the gender ground of the student or the applicant in respect of the student

concemed,

(b) the civil status ground of the student or the applicant in respect of the student
concemned,

(c) the family status ground of the student or the applicantin respect of the
student concerned,

(d) the sexual orientation ground of the student or the applicant in respect of the
student concerned,

(e) the religion ground of the student or the applicant in respect of the student
concerned,

(f) the disability ground of the student or the applicant in respect of the student
concemed,

(g) the ground of race of the student or the applicant in respect of the student
concemed,

(h) the Traveller community ground of the student or the applicant in respect of
the student concemed, or

(i} the ground that the student or the applicant in respect of the student
concerned has special educational needs

As per section 61 (3) of the Education Act 1998, ‘civil status ground’, ‘dlsablhtygrou nd,
‘discriminate’, ‘family status ground’, ‘gender ground’, ‘ground of race’, ‘religion
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‘Roll Number 20587A

Schooi Patronls Blshop of Cork and Ross el

1. Introduction

This Admission Policy complies with the requirements of the Education Act 1998, the
Education (Admission to Schools) Act 2018 and the Equal Status Act 2000. In
drafting this policy, the board of management of the school has consulted with
school staff, the school patron and with parents of children attending the school.

This policy was updated in October 2025 to reflect new Department of Education and
Youth direction from Circular 0039/ 2025 for mainstream schools operating special
classes.

The policy was approved by the school patron September 251 2020. itis published
on the school's website and will be made available in hardcopy, on request, to any
person who requests it.

The relevant dates and timelines for Scoil Mhuire agus Bharra admission process
are set outin the school's annual admission notice which is published annually on
the school’s website at least one week before the commencement of the admission
process for the school year concerned.

This policy must be read in conjunction with the annual admission notice for the
school year concerned.

The application form for admission is published on the school’s website and will be
made available in hardcopy on request to any person who requests it.

2. Characteristic spirit and general objectives of the school

‘Scoil Mhuire agus Bharra is a Catholic co- educatronal prlmary schooi W|th a Catholrc
ethos under, the patronage of the Blshop of Cork and Ross S _

“Cathollc Ethos” in the context of a Cathollc pnmary school means the ethos and
characteristic spirit of the Roman Catholic Church, which aims at promoting: -

(a) the full and harmonious development of:all aspects of the person of the pupil,
including the intellectual, physical, cultural, morai and-spiritual aspects; and




(b) a living relationship with God and with other people; and

{c)-a philosophy of life inspired by belief in God and in the life, death and
~resurrection:of Jesus; and

(d) the formation of the pupils in the Catholic faith

and which school provides religious education forthe pupilsin accordance with the
doctrines; practices and traditions of the Roman Catholic Church, and/or such
ethos and/or characteristic spirit as may be determined or interpreted from time to
time by the Irish Episcopal Conference.

In accordance with S.15 (2) (b) of the Education Act, 1998 the Board of
Managementof Scoil Mhuire agus Bharra shall uphold, and be accountable to the
patron for so upholding, the characteristic spirit of the school as determined by the
cultural, educational, moral, religious, social, linguistic and spiritual values and
fraditions which inform and are characteristic of the objectives and conductof the
school

A Roman Catholic school which is established in connection with the Minister for
Education aims at promoting the full and harmonious development of all aspects
of the person of the pupil, intellectual, physical, cultural, moral and spiritual
including a living relationship with God and with other people.

3. Admission Statement

Scoil Mhuire agus Bharra will not discriminate in its admission of a studentto the
school on any of the following:

(a) the gender ground of the student or the applicantin respect of the student

concerned,

(b) the civil status ground of the student or the applicantin respect of the student
concerned,

(c) the family status ground of the student or the applicant in respect of the
student concermned,

(d) the sexual orientation ground of the student or the applicant in respect of the
student concerned,

(e) the religion ground of the student or the applicant in respect of the student
concerned,

(f) the disability ground of the student or the applicant in respect of the student
concerned,

(g) the ground of race of the student or the applicantin respect of the student
concerned,

(h) the Traveller community ground of the student or the applicant in respect of
the student concerned, or

(i} the ground that the student or the applicantin respect of the student
concemned has special educational needs

As per section 61 (3) of the Education Act 1998, ‘civil status ground’, ‘disability ground',
‘discriminate’, ‘family status ground’, 'gender ground’, ‘ground of race’, ‘religion
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ground’, ‘sexual orientation ground’ and ‘Traveller community ground’ shall be
construed in accordance with section 3 of the Equal Status Act 2000.

; Scon Mhurre agus Bharra wxli cooperate wrth the Natlonal Councnlfor Spemal

- _Education in the performance by the Council ofits functions underthe Eduication

for Persons with Special Educational Needs Act 2004 relating to the provision of

~‘education to children with special educational needs, lncludrng in‘particular by

the provision and operatlon of a specral class or. classes when requested to do
:sobytheCouncrI AN LR e o . .

. Scoil thre agus Bharra: erI compty W|th any drrectron served on the patron or
- the board, as the case may be, undersection 37A ‘andany dlrectlon served on
-the board under sectlon 67(4B) of the: Educatlon Act L R

Prlmary schools recelvmg applrcahons from appllcants of a mlnorlty relrglon

Scoil Mhuire agus Bharra is a school whose objective is to provide education in an

environment which promotes certain religious values and does not discriminate in
relation to the admission of a student who has applied fora place m the school in
' accordan ce wnth sectlon 7A of the Equ al Status Act 2000 e :

All denommatlonal schools o ' R
Scoil Mhuire agus Bharra is.a school whose object:ve rs to prowde educat|on in an
environment which promotes certain: rei:g:ous values and does not discriminate -
' where it refuses to admit as a studenta person whois not of Cathollcfalth and lt is
proved that the refusa! is essential to malntaln the ethos of the school

-'Schools \nnth spemal educatmn class(es) - :

Scoil-Mhuire agus Bharra is a school which has establlshed a class wrth the
~approval of the Minister for Education; which provides an’ education’ excluswely for’
 students with a category or categories of special educational: needs specified by
- the Minister and may refuse to admst fo the class a studentwho does not have the

category of needs spec:fled

4. Categories of Special Educational Needs catered for in the school/special
class

Scoil Mhuire agus Bharra with the approval of the Minister for Education and Skills,
has established classes to provrde an educahon exclu srvely for students W|th o
Autlsm and students wrth multrple d:sabllrtres . ST

One class for students w1th multrple drsablhtles
-Fourclasses forstudents wrth autlsm TR




Eligibility criteria to be considered for admission and selection criteria in the
event of oversubscnptlon

_'Chlldren and young people are eligible for enrolment in a special class for autism
or multiple disabilities when the following is provided in support of such an
application::

_ Profess:onal report(s) ouﬂlnmg

. DiaQHOS!S of specla[ educattonal needs (e.q. Autlsm DSM IVN or ICD 10/11
(psychologist; psychratnst multi-disciplinary report) -
AND

‘o A demonstrétioh ofthe dnderstanding of complexity of the child’s overall level of
‘need/s evidenced in the professional reports : : :

AND

. GiVe'n: :_the"-éé"verity or complexity of the child's supportneeds, a clear professional
recommendation as to what educational placement type would be most .
appropriate to best meet the child’s needs, along with the rationale for same

s A letter from the NCSE confirming that the child is known to them and that the
child has the requwed dlagn osis and recommendatjon for a special class for
autism.

The.maxiriiu::h' class size inan autism class is six pupils. If the number of children
on the list of -applicants to enrol exceeds the number of places available, the
following criteria will apply in priority order, beginning with number one.

Brothers and sisters of existing/ previously enrolled pupils
“Children living within the parish of Bantry o
‘Children from within a ten kilometre radius of the school
Children of current school staff _
- Children of parents who are past pupils of Qur Lady of Mercy NS (09161W)
“or St..Finbarr's BNS (15135H), schools that amalgamated on 15t September
2024 to-become Scoil Mhuire agus Bharra,

SN SINES

5. Admission of Students
This school shall admiteach student seeking admission except where —

a) the school is oversubscribed (please see Section 6 below for further details)

b) a parent of a student, when required by the principal in accordance with
section 23(4) of the Education {Welfare) Act 2000, fails to confirm in writing



that the code of behaviour of the school is acceptable to him or her and that
he or she shall make all reasonable efforts to ensure compliance with such
code by the student

AII denommatronal schools PR

Scoil Mhuire agus Bharra is a Catholic co-educatfonal pnmary schooi and may
refuse to admit as a student a person who is not of Catholic:ethos where itis
proved that the refusal |s essentlal fo mamtam the ethos of the sch ool

School with spec:al educatlon class(es) : L

The special classes aftached to Scoil Mhuire agus Bharra provrde an education
exclusively for students with (i) Autism, (i) multiple disabilities and the school may
refuse admission to this class, where the student concermned does not have the
specified category of special educational needs provided for in this class.

6. Oversubscription

in the event that the school is oversubscribed, the school will, when deciding on
applications for admission, apply the following selection criteria in the order listed
below to those applications that are received within the timeline for receipt of
applications as set out in the school’s annual admission notice:

.'"Brothers and srsters of ex:stmgl prevnously enrolled puplls RSN

- Childrenliving within the parish of Bantry - '

Children from within a ten k:iometre radius of the school

‘Children of current school staff .~ - .
Children of parents who are past pupils of Our Lady of Mercy NS (09161W)
or St Finbarr’'s BNS (15135H), schools thatamalgamated on: 1’5t September
2024 to become Scoul thre agus Bharra L

SN .wN'—é.:

Note Th e Board of Man agementcu rrently Operates amaximu m average of 23 pupils
‘per mainstream class, ‘based on the stafflng crrcu Iar of the Departmentof Edu cahon
Clrcular 0011/2025 o e _ S _ g

In the event that there are two or more students tied for a place or places in any of
the selection criteria categories above (the number of applicants exceeds the

number of remaining places), the following arrangements will apply:

For admlssmns to Junlor Infant ciasses in the scenano where the schoo! is
oversubscribed, the Board of Man agementwnl apply the six selection criteria above;
in the order-of priority in which they are listed-and in the event of a tie for the final
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place the Board will then determine the access to the final place by choosing the
eldest of the tied applicants.

In the eventof more than one tied applicant having the same date of birth the Board
of Management will draw lots between these tied applicants for the last place and

“will keep remaining applicants on a waiting list for cancellations arising before the
school year begins .

7. What will not be considered or taken into account

In accordance with section 62(7) (e) of the Education Act, the school will not
consider or take into account any of the following in deciding on applications for
admission or when placing a student on a waiting list for admission to the school:

(a)a student’s prior attendance at a pre-school or pre-school service, including
naijonrai, -
otherthan in relation to a student’s prior attendance at—
(1) an early intervention class, or
(I1)-an early start pre-school, specified in a list published by the Minister
from time to time;

~(b) thé paymeﬁf of fées or contributions (howsoever described) to the school; .

-(c) a student’s academic ability, skills or aptitude;
_(otherthan:in relation to: '
- admission fo (a) a special school or (b)a specnai class insofaras itis
' necessary in order to ascertain whether or not the student has the
: - -category of special educational needs concerned and/or
-(d) the occupation, financial status, academic ability, skills or apfitude of a
_student's parents;

(e)a réqu'irérr'ierit that a student, or his or her parents; attend an interview,
open day or other meeting as a condition of admission;

- (f) a student’s connection fo the school by virtue of a member of his or her
- family attending or having previously attended the school;
(other than, in the case of the school wishing to include a selection criteria
-based on (1) siblings of a student attending or having attended the school
and/or (2) parents or grandparents of a student having attended the school.

" ln_fel'a_tion to (2) parents and grandparents having attended, a school may
only apply this criteria to a maximum of 25% of the available spaces as set
out in the school’s annual admission notice).

_(g) the date and time on which an application for admission was received by
the school, -




This is subject to the application being received at any.time during the:
- period specified for receiving applications setout in the annual admnssnon '
"_nofice of the school for the school year concemed.: o :
This is also subject fo the school makmg offers based on emstmg waltmg
lists (up untll 31St January 2026 only) = .

8. Decisions on applications

All decisions on applications for admission to Scoil Mhuire agus Bharra will be based

on the following:

» Ourschool’s admission policy

» The school's annual admission notice (where applicable)

» The information provided by the applicantin the school's official application form
received during the period specified in our annual admission notice for receiving
applications

(Please see section 14 below in relation to applications received outside of the
admissions period and section 15 below in relation to applications for places in
years other than the intake group.)

Selection criteria that are notincluded in our school admission policy will notbe used
to make a decision on an application for a place in our school.

The BOM will have regard for the relevant DE guidelines in relation to class size and

staffing provisions and or any other relevant requirements concemning
accommodation, including physical space and the health and welfare of children.

The BOM is bound by the DES Rules for National Schools which provides that pupils
may only be enrolied from the age of 4 years and upwards, though compulsory
attendance does not apply until the age of 6 years. Children applying to enrol in Scoil
Mhuire agus Bharra must have reached the age of 4 years by the first day of the new
school year and receipt of birth cert,

9. Notifying applicants of decisions

Applicants will be informed in writing as to the decision of the school, within the
fimeline outfined in the annual admissions notice.

If a studentis not offered a place in our school, the reasons why they were not
offered a place will be communicated in writing to the applicant, including, where
applicable, details of the student’s ranking against the selection criteria and details of
the student’s place on the waiting list for the school year concerned.

Applicants will be informed of the right to seek a review/right of appeal of the
school’s decision (see section 18 below for further details).



10. Acceptance of an offer of a place by an applicant

In accepting an offer of admission from Scoil Mhuire agus Bharra you must
indicate—

(i) whether or not you have accepted an offer of admission for another school or
schools. If you have accepted such an offer, you must also provide details of the
offer or offers concemed and

(ii) whether or not you have applied for and awaiting confirmation of an offer of
admission from another school or schools, and if so, you must provide details of the
other school or schools concemed.

11. Circumstances in which offers may not be made or may be withdrawn

An offer of admission may not be made or may be withdrawn by Scoil Mhuire agus
Bharra where—

(i) itis established thatinformation contained in the application is false or
misleading.

(i) an applicantfails to confirm acceptance of an offer of admission on or before
the date set outin the annual admission notice of the school.

(iii) the parentof a student, when required by the principal in accordance with
section 23(4) of the Education (Welfare) Act 2000, fails to confirm in writing
that the code of behaviour of the school is acceptable to him or her and that
he or she shall make all reasonabie efforts to ensure compliance with such
code by the student; or

(iv) an applicanthas failed to comply with the requirements of ‘acceptance of an
offer’ as set outin section 10 above.

12.Sharing of Data with other schools
Applicants should be aware that section 66(6) of the Education (Admission to
Schools) Act 2018 allows for the sharing of certain information between schools in
order to facilitate the efficient admission of students.
Section 66(6) allows a school to provide a patron or another board of management
with a list of the students in relation to whom—

(i) an application for admission to the school has been received,

(ii) an offer of admission fo the school has been made, or

(iii) an offer of admission to the school has been accepted.
The list may include any or all of the following:

(i) the date on which an application for admission was received by the school;

(ii) the date on which an offer of admission was made by the school;



(iii) the date on which an offer of admission was accepted by an applicant;

(iv) a student’s personal details including his or her name, address, date of birth
and personal public service number (within the meaning of section 262 of the
Social Welfare Consolidation Act 2005),

13. Waiting list in the event of oversubscription

In the event of there being more applications to the school year concemed than
places available, a waiting list of students whose applications for admission to Scoil
Mhuire agus Bharra were unsuccessful due to the school being oversubscribed will
be compiled and will remain valid for the school year in which admission is being
sought.

Placement on the waiting list of Scoil Mhuire agus Bharra is in the order of priority
assigned to the students’ applications after the school has applied the selection
criteria in accordance with this admission policy.

Applicants whose applications are received after the closing date, outlined in the
Annual Admission Notice, will be placed at the end of the waiting list in order of the
date of receipt of the application.

Offers of any subsequent places that become available for and during the school
year in relation to which admission is being soughtwill be made to those students on
the waiting list, in accordance with the order of priority in relation to which the
students have been placed on the list.

14.Late Applications

All applications for admission received after the closing date as outlined in the
annual admission notice will be considered and decided upon in accordance with our
school’s admissions policy, the Education Admissions to School Act 2018 and any
regulations made under that Act.

Late applicants will be notified of the decision in respect of their application no [ater
than three weeks after the date on which the school received the application. Late
applicants will be offered a place if there is place available. In the event that there is
no place available, the name of the applicant will be added to the waiting list as set

outin Section 13.

15. Procedures for admission of students to other years and during the school
year




The procedures of the school in relation to the admission of students who are not
-already admitted to- the sch ool to classes or years other than the school s mtake :
group:are as follows: - - -
“Students, whowish:io tran sfer from anoth er school in the !ocality are not normally
allocated. places at the school unless there are special circumstances. However, in
the rnterest of marntatnmg good relations: between schoals, potential parents who
‘wish to move their children from another school but who are not relocating to the -
area are’ obliged to discuss any problems with the teachers/principal of the present
‘school with a view to resolving such issues. In this instance, the principal of this -
-school will contactthe prin mpal of the applrcant s present school to become
mformed aboutthe S|tuatron ' ER ; o

The procedures of the:school in relation to the admission of students who are not..
already admitted to the school, after the commen cement of the school year in:
which admission is sought, are as follows:

In the event of there. being more: apphcatlons tothe sch ool year concemed than
places: available, a waiting list of students whose applications for admission to -
Scoil'Mhuire agus Bharra were unsuccessful due to the school being
oversubscnbed will be compiled and will remain valid for the school year in whlch :
_.admrssron rs berng sou ght S . .

Placement on the wa;tmg hst of Scori Mhurre agus Bharra is in the order of pnonty.
assigned to the students’ applications after the school has applled the selection
cntena rn accordance w:th thss admlssron policy. '

The procedures of the schoot in this mstance rnclude those in the table above
However anary School will recommend to applrcants seeking places after " -
'September 30 each year and whose children are attending schools in the locality,
that where possible, they retain their children in their current schools until the end
ofthe mstructronal term (i.e. end of October, December, March)

16. Declaration in relation to the non-charging of fees

The board of Scoil Mhuire agus Bharra or any persons acting on its behalf will not
chargefees foror seek paymentor contributions (howsoeverdescribed)as a condition
of-

(a) an application for admission of a student to the school, or
(b) the admission or continued enrolment of a student in the school.

Note: Exceptions apply only in relation fo fee charging post primary schools, the
boarding element in Boarding Schools and admission to post leaving cert or further
education courses run by post-primary schools.
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17. Arrangements regarding students not attending religious instruction

This section must be completed by schools that provide religious instruction to
students.

The following are the school’s arrangements for students, where the parents orin
the case of a studentwho has reached the. age of 18 years, the student, who has
requested that the studentattend the school without attending religious instruction
in the school. These arrangements W|!I not result ina reductaon in the school day
ofsuchstudents : i I

A wntten request should be made to the Pnnmpai of. the school A meetmg erI
then be arranged with the pareni(s) or the student, as the case may be to dISCUSS
how the request may be accommodated by the school. : _ .

18. Reviews/appeals

Review of decisions by the board of Management

The parent of the student, or in the case of a student who has reached the age of 18
years, the student, may request the board to review a decision to refuse admission.
Such requests must be made in accordance with Section 29C of the Education Act

1998.

The timeline within which such a review must be requested and the other
requirements applicable to such reviews are set outin the procedures determined by
the Minister under section 298 of the Education Act 1998 which are published on the

website of the Department of Education and Skills,

The board will conduct such reviews in accordance with the requirements of the
procedures determined under Section 29B and with section 29C of the Education Act

1998.

Note: Where an applicant has been refused admission due to the school! being
oversubscribed, the applicant must reguest a review of that decision by the board
of management prior to making an appeal under section 29 of the Education Act
1998.

Where an applicant has been refused admission due to a reason other than the
school being oversubscribed, the applicant may request a review of that decision
by the board of management prior to making an appeal under section 29 of the
Education Act 1998.

Right of appeal

Under Section 29 of the Education Act 1998, the parent of the student, orin the case
of a student who has reached the age of 18 years, the student, may appeal a
decision of this school to refuse admission.

An appeal may be made under Section 29 (1) (¢) (i) of the Education Act 1998 where
the refusal to admit was due to the school being oversubscribed.
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An appeal may be made under Section 29 (1) (c) (i) of the Education Act 1998
where the refusal to admit was due a reason other than the school being
oversubscribed.

Where an applicant has been refused admission due to the school being
oversubscribed, the applicant must request a review of that decision by the board

of management prior to making an appeal under section 29 of the Education Act
1998. (see Review of decisions by the Board of Management)

Where an applicant has been refused admission due to a reason other than the

school being oversubscribed, the applicant may request a review of that decision
by the board of management prior to making an appeal under section 29 of the
Education Act 1998. (see Review of decisions by the Board of Management)

Appeals under Section 29 of the Education Act 1998 will be considered and

determined by an independent appeals committee appointed by the Minister for
Education and Skills.

The timeline within which such an appeal must be made and the other requirements
applicable to such appeals are set outin the procedures determined by the Minister
under section 29B of the Education Act 1998 which are published on the website of
the Department of Education and Skills.

19.Implementation and Review

This Policy will be reviewed, as deemed necessary, by the Board of Management.
This policy was updated by-the Board of Management on

Date: {{az_g- -
/

Signed: /A{m) WA= ({:‘""1&(1

L
L ———

(Principal)
Date: __ L (2 (A
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